Student College Transition Task Chart: 
Whatcom Community College
Whatcom Community College - Bellingham, WA

	Task
	Deadline
	Notes and Next Steps

	Log into student Portal
	Log-in after receiving admissions letter, here: ctcLink » Whatcom College
	Setting up your ctcLink is critical to your success at WCC. Everything you do is through your ctcLink, such as accessing your financial aid award, registering for classes, and 

	Register for Orientation
	Register for your orientation session (online or in-person), here: New Student Orientation - Admissions
	You will need your WCC ctcLink ID number to sign up for new student orientation. 

	Review Financial Aid status
	Check your financial aid status as soon as you are able. You need to accept your financial aid award within 30 days of notification.
	Check your status on ctcLink. More info, here: Step by Step Financial Aid Process


	Return Verification documents to financial aid (if applicable)
	Return verification as soon as you are able to after seeing it. You should start the process immediately. 
	Enrollment Verification


	Math & English Placement testing
	You’ll need to complete math and english placement so you know which classes to register for at WCC. English is a 20-30 minute evaluation. Math placement is determined on previous test scores or high school course history.
	Placement Information

	Submit transcript
	After accepting admissions, submit your high school transcript.
	Talk to your advisor. 

	Check that dual credit college courses have been evaluated (if applicable)
	
	

	Complete housing application (if applicable)
	Apply for housing as soon as possible, after acceptance.
	Cedar Hall Information

	Attend Orientation
	Sign-up and attend on selected date.
	New Student Orientation - Admissions

	Meet with Accessibility/ Disability Services to arrange accommodations (if applicable)
	One month prior to classes starting.
	Access & Disability Services

	Register for classes
	5/31/23 - First day to enroll in classes for Fall term
9/21/23 - Last day to enroll without Instructor Permission
	Dates and Deadlines » Registration and Academic Calendar

	Review bill
	Tuition and fees are due approximately three weeks before each quarter begins. Review your bill as soon as you get it. You can wait on your financial aid funding to pay the bill – if you don’t receive it, check with the financial aid office.
	Tuition due dates are listed, here: Dates and Deadlines » Registration and Academic Calendar

Tuition & Fees


	Accept financial aid
	You need to accept financial aid within a month of receiving your financial aid award. You should receive your aid award in April or 6-8 weeks after completing your FAFSA/WASFA.
	To view and accept financial aid: Login to ctcLink >click Student Homepage > click Financial Aid tile.

	Explore other aid options if there is an unpaid balance 
	After receiving Financial Aid Award.
	Funding Options

	Make final payment to billing office (payment plan, alternative loan, pay in full)
	On tuition due date. 
	See tuition deadlines, here: Dates and Deadlines » Registration and Academic Calendar

	Review and purchase books and supplies
	Before your first week of classes.
	Check the campus bookstore, but also Amazon or other online book sellers, for the best deal! Sometimes you can rent textbooks for a lower cost. Or, buy and re-sell.

	Pay housing deposit
	Rent is due quarterly. 
	

	Submit immunizations
	Two weeks prior to registering for courses. 
	Submit immunizations on ctcLink. 

	Waive health insurance (if applicable)
	Call the financial aid office before paying your tuition bill.
	

	Check out a campus map (or take a walk around campus) to find where your classes will be.
	Before your first week of classes: Locations and Directions to Whatcom Community College 
	

	Check syllabus of class (if teacher has provided) and write down important deadlines. Also double check materials for class. 
	First week of classes.
	

	Make a communication plan with family and close friends (determine how- text, call, message and when- daily, weekly, monthly you will communicate)
	Before the first week of classes.
	

	Look at the semester calendar to be aware of add/drop and withdrawal periods. Remember if you have to add, drop, or withdraw this could affect your financial aid so be in contact with the Financial Aid office if this applies. 
	Usually within the first two weeks of classes, but sometimes earlier.
	Check the deadlines listed here: Dates and Deadlines » Registration and Academic Calendar

	Discuss with your roommate who will bring what (if applicable)
	Before moving into new housing.
	

	Ensure you have access to technology- purchase a laptop (and carrying case) or make sure you know where computers are located on campus
	A week or so before classes. 
	You can also look into technology equipment rental, here: Computer Access & Tech Help

	Buy school supplies- pencils, USB, notebooks
	A week or so prior to classes starting.
	

	Search for jobs on campus (if applicable). Listings may not be available until the start of school.
	As soon as you are able. If in the area already, it may be beneficial to find a job in advance of other students coming to campus.
	Career Center

	Learn who your roommate is and communicate with them, if possible meet up at Orientation or another location.
	As soon as possible, hopefully no later than a week before classes start.
	

	Visit the TRIO SSS office
	A week before, or during, the first week of classes. 
	Home - TRiO 



